of all the deaths that had taken place in England and Wales since the commencement of the Registration Act in 1838, and to-night I propose to lay before you, in the first place, a table of all the deaths in Scotland from the beginning of that Act, up to and including the last completed return. You are probably aware that the Scotch Act did not come into operation till 1855, seventeen years after the beginning of the Act for England and Wales. To make the analysis more complete I have reduced the deaths under each head to percentages of the population for each year, and have divided the whole deaths into two principal groups?viz., deaths from certain zymotics, and deaths from other causes.
For reasons which will be stated hereafter, I have added a separate column for croup, and, to save tedious details, I have placed at the bottom of the table the average for each five years, and for facility of reference have numbered these first, second, &c., quinquenniums.
No. 11. Y "Vol. XII. In the last year of this period, viz., 1864, the Vaccination Act came into force, and we find that in one year (viz., 1868) of the next quinquennium there were only 15 deaths from small-pox in all Scotland, being at the rate of rather less than half a death in each hundred thousand of the population; the average of the whole quinquennium was only 5 J. The first year of the next quinquennium?viz., 1870, is also very low?viz., 3, but the mortality suddenly bounds up in the second year, and the average for the whole quinquennium is 38, while in one of its years (1872) 
